
	  
	  

CONTACTS: 
Kenji Matsudo, Superintendent 
   kmatsudo@madeiracityschools.org 
Tim Weber, Assistant Superintendent 
   tweber@madeiracityschools.org 
Diane Nichols, Public Relations  
  dnichols@madeiracityschools.org 
	  

Madeira Board of Education 
7465 Loannes Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45243 
(513) 985-6070 
 
 
October 19, 2017 
	  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Madeira’s Buddy Club Kicks off with a Walk 

 
In looking for ways to help Madeira Middle School (MMS) special education students become more engaged 
with their typical peers in relaxed and appealing ways, the MMS Buddy Club was established. It has since 
grown into a school wide group that includes all MMS students. 
 
The idea behind the Buddy Club was that special education students would be better able to build 
relationships and practice social communication skills if they joined in more activities with their typical peers. 
In brainstorming ideas about how the Buddy Club would work and what activities they’d plan, the MMS 
special education team decided all the school’s students would benefit from the club, giving everyone a 
sense of belonging. The Buddy Club has helped students without disabilities and students with disabilities 
get to know each other through activities and outings. 
 
Buddy Club takes place once a month during students’ lunch or homeroom. They practice communication 
and life skills, as well as participate in quarterly activities. This September the group and their families and 
friends walked in the Down Syndrome Association of Greater Cincinnati Buddy Walk, where they raised 
$836. 

MMS Intervention Specialist Megan Lowe said the group’s next outing will be after school in November. 
“Upon student request, we will be going to see the movie Wonder, based on the New York Time's Best 
Seller novel written by R.J. Palacio,” she explained. “The movie is about a 10 year old child, Auggie, who 
has a facial deformity and struggles to make friends upon entering school for the first time.” 
 
This is the first year for Madeira Middle School’s Buddy Club. The advisors are Megan Lowe and MMS 
Counselor Julia Cabral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured: Madeira Middle 
School’s Buddy Club, with 
friends and families, at the 
September 9 Buddy Walk. 


